
CHARITABLE
REMAINDER 

TRUST 

Your trusted partner in charitable giving solutions. waterstone.org

WaterStone Charitable 
Giving Guide

Prioritize Income • Minimize Taxes • Optimize Giving



Key Benefits:

Prioritize Income • Minimize Taxes • Optimize Giving
Increase your income while bypassing capital gains taxes and receiving an 
immediate charitable tax deduction. After all of the income payments have 
been completed, the remainder is distributed to your preferred charities.

Give
 

 
Give cash, securities, real
estate, or other appreciated
assets.

Receive an immediate tax 
deduction today for the value 
that charity will receive in  
the future.

Grow
 

WaterStone accepts the cash 
and/or sells the asset and 
invests the cash proceeds in a 
Charitable Remainder Trust.

Designate income beneficiaries 
and receive a lifetime or fixed-
term income stream from  
the trust.

Grant
 

 
Remainder passes to  Giving Fund.  
 
Giving Fund will grant the funds 
to your preferred charity based 
on your selected distribution 
type:

•	 Immediate
•	 Term of Years
•	 Perpetual/Endowment 

Update preferred charities with 
a simple call/email; no change to 
original trust documents.

Generate an
INCOME

stream: lifetime  
or fixed-term

(up to 20 years)

Earn an immediate
TAX DEDUCTION
calculated on the

future remainder gift 
to charity

WaterStone serves 
 as TRUSTEE

working with your
advisor,  verseeing 
beneficiaries and

back-end tax
reporting

When trust ends,
REMAINDER
passes to your

preferred 
charities
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Minimums

The minimum amount needed to open a Charitable Remainder Trust is $250,000.

Initial Calculations

Gather the following to run initial calculations:
•	 Fair market value of the asset
•	 Cost basis of gift
•	 Names and birth dates of all income beneficiaries
•	 Payout percentage

Once Committed

1.	 Complete the online application for a Giving Fund.
2.	 Complete the information on the following page that is needed for our attorney to draft the Trust 

documents.
3.	 Once our attorney completes the trust documents, these documents will need to be signed, 

notarized and mailed to WaterStone. Once received, WaterStone records the CRT with the state and 
obtains an EIN number.

4.	 Fund the CRT with real estate, business interest, cash or marketable securities.
5.	 WaterStone provides a charitable deduction calculation.  

•	 Tax Deduction Application:
•	 Cash - 60% AGI Limitation
•	 Stock - 30% AGI Limitation
•	 Real Estate - 30% AGI Limitation
•	 Five Year Carryforward

6.	 Receive payments based on payout percentage and frequency.
7.	 WaterStone will prepare and file all annual tax returns and provide a K-1 to each income beneficiary.

HOW TO OPEN A CRT
Action Steps
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PRICING SCHEDULE
Charitable Trusts

Standard Charitable Remainder Trust / Annuity Trust
Suggested minimum asset requirement of $250,000

Net Income Charitable Remainder Trust
Suggested minimum asset requirement of $250,000

Periodic due diligence expense may be assessed depending upon the complexity of asset.

Annual Administration

Annual Administration

Non-Traditional Asset Contribution

Asset Amount
$0 - $250,000
$250,001 to 1,000,000
$1,000,001 to $5,000,000
$5,000,001 and above

Asset Amount
$0 - $250,000
$250,001 to 1,000,000
$1,000,001 to $5,000,000
$5,000,001 and above

One time

$1,200

0.76%
0.52%
0.16%
0.06%

$1,500

0.95%
 0.65%
0.20%
0.075%

3.0% of appraised  
value collected at 
liquidation of asset

Excludes publicly traded securities  
& life insurance
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To Get Started, Complete the Following

Name(s)      Birthday(s)    

Address for Donor    

Phone Number for Donor      Official Name of the Trust  

Payout Percentage (Min. 5%)           

         
Lifetime / # of Lives / Terms of Years  
(Up to 8 lives; Term of Years maximum is 20 Years)

Ultimate Beneficiary
(Recommended option is a WaterStone Giving Fund; 
Option to Directly Incorporate Specific Charity)

   Monthly           Quarterly           Semi-Annual           Annual

Payout Frequency (Quarterly is the Standard)
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$3.2 BILLION
in Contributions

$1.6 BILLION
Complex Assets Contributions

$1.5 BILLION
Given in Grants

15,000+
Charities Supported 

$4.6 MILLION+
Weekly in Grants 

$2 BILLION
Assets Under Advisement

BEHIND EVERY NUMBER IS A STORY

In 2025, WaterStone celebrates its 45th anniversary. Since inception in 1980, WaterStone 
has been able to come alongside givers from all over the nation to help advance the 
Kingdom of God through their generous donations. At WaterStone, we understand the act of 

giving may be straightforward, but the gift of certain assets may be complex. We are committed 
to walking side by side with givers, advisors and ministries to provide trusted counsel and 
innovative giving strategies.
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Since 1980, WaterStone has...
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